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PINJAR TO GERALDTON ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION LINE 

447. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the response that the minister provided earlier that he had been alerted to the review of the 330-kilovolt 
line. Has that review commenced and who is conducting it? Given the minister has already provided information 
in another response that some pre-construction work has already commenced on the 330-kilovolt line, what is the 
minister�s time frame for a formal decision on the future of the 330-kilovolt line?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
As I said, there are no definites in terms of the 330-kilovolt line. We are reviewing the situation. I will not pre-
empt anything that will be in the budget. The honourable member will have to wait for the budget for a definitive 
position. I will repeat for the third time today: any responsible government will re-assess a project that has more 
than doubled in size in less than 12 months. If we are looking at a project that was estimated to cost $270 million 
and that is now upwards of $600 million, the Western Australian public at large will legitimately say to the 
government, �What on earth is going on?� I was shadow minister for works and services when the Perth arena 
project first started, and the estimates for that project have almost trebled. We do not want to get into that 
situation.  

We are very cognisant of the inevitable increase in demand for electricity in the mid-west region with growth in 
the mining area, plus Oakajee, plus the inevitable development of Geraldton. As a result of the massive blow-out 
in the cost of the line, once again I say that we, as a responsible and prudent government, must assess all options. 
But in terms of making a definitive response, wait until this time next week when the budget comes down, and 
then the honourable member will see for herself.  
 


